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A Data on Prefects in Qing China

A.1 Workflow

I obtained local gazetteers from two sources. First, I relied on already-digitized gazetteers from
East View’s China Comprehensive Gazetteers database and Erudition Chinese Local History database.
Second, I turned to online resources and archives if the two aforementioned databases do not con-
tain relevant gazetteers. Table A.1 lists all the gazetteers I use in my analysis.

I employed several methods to improve data quality. First, I check provincial gazetteers, which
normally contain detailed administration information for their respective prefectures. Second, in
cases of missing information on an individual official’s academic degrees, I turned to the rele-
vant prefectural gazetteers. I checked the gazetteers of both prefecture where the prefect served
his office and the prefecture where he was born. Because holding political office and passing
the Civil Service Exam were highly respected achievements, local gazetteers documented stu-
dents who passed the Imperial Civil Service Exams. Third, in cases of multiple versions of local
gazetteers, I used the most recent version. The characters in the bracket in Table A.1 mark the ver-
sion of gazetteer, i.e. the name of the reigning emperor. Occasionally, I used Republican versions,
as in the case of the Hubei Provincial Gazetteer and Shandong Provincial Gazetteer, because they
have complete information on prefects.

Table A.1: List oF GAZETTEERS
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A.2 Coding Procedures

Table A.2: AcapeEmic DEGREES FOR IMPERIAL CIviL SERVICE ExAms

Academic Degree Count
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Table A.3: AcApEmMic DEGREES FOR INHERITANCE SYSTEM

Academic Degree Count
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Table A.4: AcapemMic DEGREES FOR PURCHASE SYSTEM

Academic Degree

Count

0NN LN RN

—
NN = O O

it 5t
i
Hi5t
it
451
i
WAL
157
$
FHH2E
i

504
42
28
10
10

9

e A N e

Table A.5: Acapemic DEGREES FOR OTHER RECRUITMENT SYSTEMS

Academic Degree

Count
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B Imperial Civil Service Exams

Table A.6: ForMAT OF PrROVINCIAL AND METROPOLITAN CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINA-
TIONS DURING THE QING DyNasTy, 1787-1792

Session No. No. of Questions
ONE
1. Four Books 3 quotations
2. Poetry question 1 poetic model
TWO
1. Change 4 quotations
2. Documents 4 quotations
3. Poetry 4 quotations
4. Annals 4 quotations
5. Rites 4 quotations
6. Discourse 1 quotation (dropped in 1793)
THREE

1. Policy questions 5 essays

Note: Data source: Elman, Benjamin (2000), A Cultural His-
tory of Civil Examinations in Late Imperial China. Berkeley:
University of California Press., p. 564.

B.1 Hierarchy of Exams
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Figure A.1: THE HiERARCHY OF IMPERIAL CHINESE CIviL SERVICE ExamMs AND RE-
LATED ACADEMIC DEGREES

PaLace Exams ADVANCED SCHOLAR
(dianshi, Biz) (Jinshi, 1)
METROPOLITAN EXAMS TRIBUTE SCHOLAR

(huishi, 2x1:) (Gongshi, TT-17)
ProvinciaL Exams RECOMMENDED MEN
(xiangshi, %11) (Juren, 25 N\)
CoLLEGE Exams STUDENT MEMBER
(yuanshi, [5EiR) (shengyuan, 4 51)

PrREFECTURE Exams
(fushi, Jifi)

County Exams
(xianshi, Eix0)

CHILD STUDENT
(tongsheng, T )

Note: This figure gives a simplified representation of the hierarchy of the Imperial Civil Service Exams and
academic degrees associated with each level of exams. There were also many subcategories associated with each
academic degree.
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Table A.7: QING DynasTy Poricy QUESTIONS CLASSIFIED BY TOPIC: ZHEJANG
Provincg, 16461859 (460 Questions, Top 15 Ranks ONLY)
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Topic

% of Total

~N 39NN kW=

Classical Studies

Learning/Political Selection

Economy

World Ordering
History

Tao-hsueh
Literature/Poetry
Local Governance
Philology
National Defense
Law

Agriculture
Military Matters
People’s Livelihood

14.1
10.7
9.6
7.8
7.4
6.1
5.1
5.1
4.2
3.8
3.1
2.7
2.7
22

Source: Elman, Benjamin (2000), A Cultural History of
Civil Examinations in Late Imperial China. Berkeley:

University of California Press., p. 720.

C Text Analysis of Confucian Classics

Table A.9: List of Removed Characters

Book ‘ Character ‘ English

Book of Poetry “ Maintain/Only
Book of Poetry % Ride/Because
Book of Poetry BE No

Book of Poetry 1k Stop

Book of Poetry oie You

Book of Poetry g'g You

Book of Poetry BE None/Waste
Book of Poetry T Travel/Practice
Book of Poetry bl Raft/Rectangle
Book of Poetry i None/Don’t
Book of Poetry N Big

Book of Poetry fL Very/Hole
Book of Poetry Z 1 Son of

Book of Poetry N Public/Duke
Book of Poetry 4 Chariot
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Book of Poetry H Day

Book of Poetry 5 Tell/Refer to
Analects 1] Ask

Analects s See/Visit
Analects 5] Hear/Knowledge
Analects % Road

Analects 15 Tell/Refer to
Analects ¥ Confucius
Analects SRl Zi Gong

Analects T Travel/Practice
Analects == Matter/War
Analects F Adult/This
Analects x* Never/No
Analects N Public/Duke
Mengzi T Confucius
Mengzi 5 Tell/Refer to
Mengzi 0 See/Visit

Mengzi ] Ask

Mengzi fLT Confucius
Mengzi B Want/Desire
Mengzi ioy Eat/Food/Feed
Mengzi [] Here/Knowledge
Mengzi T Travel/Practice
Mengzi = Matter/War
Spring and Autuman Annals | Kingdom of Jin
Spring and Autuman Annals | 5% Kingdom of Qi
Spring and Autuman Annals | %f Kingdom of Zheng
Spring and Autuman Annals | %% Kingdom of Chu
Spring and Autuman Annals | J. Kingdom of Chu
Spring and Autuman Annals | % Kingdom of Song
Spring and Autuman Annals | X Uncle

Spring and Autuman Annals | K Big

Spring and Autuman Annals | & Xia Dynasty
Spring and Autuman Annals | [%: Kingdom of Chen
Spring and Autuman Annals | f\ (Surname) Sun/Grandson




Table A.8: Word Frequency of Confucian Classics

Word Count Frequency English

A 4415 0.0126377 Human

7N 4239 0.0121339 Duke

2 3546  0.0101503 (Kingdom) Jin
I 2882  0.0082496 Army

5F 2842  0.0081351 (Kingdom) Qi
{5 2481 0.0071017 Earl

+ 2404  0.0068813 King

B 2358 0.0067497 (Kingdom) Zheng
] 2253  0.0064491 (Kingdom) Chu
1A 1991 0.0056991 Earl

N 1974 0.0056505 Big

% 1752 0.0050150 Congquer

e 1603  0.0045885 (Kingdom) Wei
58 1556  0.0044540 Surname

#L 1445 0.0041362 Ritual

T 1436  0.0041105 Behavior

x 1433 0.0041019 (Kingdom) Song
W 1417 0.0040561 Uncle

< 1408 0.0040303 People

iH 1401  0.0040103 Say

Note: This table tabulates the most frequently occurred
characters in all Confucian classics that were examined in
the exams and their count and frequency. English transla-
tion is added but note that many Chinese characters have
more than one meaning.
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